CHAPTER III.

GOSPEL OF DILETTANTISM.

BUT after all, the Gospel of Dilettantism, producing a Go-
verning Class who do not govern, nor understand in the
least that they are bound or expected to govern, is still
mournfuler than that of Mammonism. Mammonism, as we
said, at least works; this goes idle. Mammonism has seized
some portion of the message of Nature to man; and seizing
that, and following it, will seize and appropriate more and
more of Nature's message: but Dilettantism has missed
it wholly. 'Make money:' that will mean withal, 'Do work
in order to make money.' But, ' Go gracefully idle in May-
fair,' what does or can that mean? An idle, game-preserv-
ing and even corn-lawing Aristocracy, in such an England
as ours: has the world, if we take thought of it, ever seen
such a phenomenon till very lately ? Can it long continue
to see such?

Accordingly the impotent, insolent Donothingism in Prac-
tice and Saynothingism in Speech, which we have to wit-
ness on that side of our affairs, is altogether amazing. A
Corn-Law demonstrating itself openly, for ten- years or
more, with * arguments' to make the angels, and some other
classes of creatures, weep! For men are not ashamed to
rise in Parliament and elsewhere, and speak the things they
do not think. ' Expediency,' * Necessities of Party,' &c. &c.!
It is not known that the Tongue of Man is a sacred organ ;
that Man himself is definable in Philosophy as an 4 Incarnate